


“The poetry of shadows can be mysterious, which is why we may be either unnerved
or attracted to them. Shadows are often an overlooked absence, but their transient
forms underline the reality of things and can illuminate truths about life’s myriad

forces.”
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SHADOW 15 MAQUETTE

2015

Edition of 3+ 2 AP

Painted Aluminium with Granite Base
388 x 131 x 2 mm

HK$ 25 000

w15 15 Al

2015

Edition of 3+ 2 AP
FEER 1L A FCEE
388 x 131 x 2 2K
HK$ 25 000

— Jonathan Thomson
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THE SUBSTANCE
OF SHADOWS

| PN

Absence is a key concept in Jonathan
Thomson’s newest artworks. Just as silence is
essential for sound, so too light needs shadows —
absences which are all too frequently
disregarded. By privileging these absences
and focusing on that which isn’t there, we are
invited to contemplate the infinite potential of
everything else. Shadows are themselves
abstract, insubstantial and ephemeral, but
their presence adds truth to form, they
give a body substance. While embodying
darkness, they can be used to illuminate truths
about society, human existence and beauty.

Says the artist, “These works are a part of my
ongoing interest in pleasure, beauty and desire
and how they can be best expressed through
transience and elusive forms. Shadows are key
motifin vanitas painting along with flowers, skulls,
smoke and butterflies. All things must pass,
but in our hearts and minds, that what we find
beautiful is a possession for all eternity.”

The nude is a primary motif in all his work, as
it successfully captures both the sensuality and
elusive nature of beauty, as well as the fragility of
human existence.

Many of Thomson’s works are derived from
shadows cast by famous classical and neo-
classical sculptures, whilst others are based
on contemporary models in classic poses. The
artist works by flattening the figure and reducing
it to stylized contours based on the interplay of
light and darkness. Abstractions within the works
are intelligible as they correspond to the rules of
optics; the shadows cast are a function of light
source, body posture and shape. Their propor-
tions are based on human physiology and are
maintained irrespective of the scale of the work.
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JONATHAN THOMSON wears many

hats — including that of artist, art historian,
critic and independent curator. As an artist,
he has been working for more than 20 years.
Powerfully struck by Leonardo da Vinci’s obser-
vation that “shadow is a more powerful agent
than light, for it can impede and entirely deprive
bodies of their light while light can never expel
shadow from a body,” the artist embarked on his
own analysis of the subject. He has used many
mediums to express himself.

His work is held in private and corporate
collections in Australia, Hong Kong, USA,
UK and France. Thomson has also held solo
exhibitions in Hong Kong (2010, 2011), Bangkok
(2011, 2012) and was selected as a prize winner
at the Kobe Biennale in 2011.He also has over
20 years of high-level experience in public arts
administration in Australia and Hong Kong as
Deputy Director (Strategic Development) and
Head of Secretariat at the Australia Council for
the Arts, as well as Deputy Secretary General of
the Hong Kong Arts Development Council.
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SHADOW 11 SCULPTURE
2015

Edition of 3+ 1 AP

Painted Steel and Steel base
2010 x 820 x 12 mm

HK$ 100 000

511 MERE

2015

Edition of 3+ 1 AP
A0 S e
2010 x 820 x 12 2K
HK$ 100 000







SHADOW 29 BLUE
2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
Acrylic on Paper
420 x 297 mm

HK$ 4000

AN )

2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
AN

420 x 297 ==K
HK$ 4000

SHADOW 30 BLUE
2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
Acrylic on Paper
420 x 297 mm

HK$ 4000

5308 o

2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
AR

420 x 297 =k
HK$ 4000

SHADOW 8 BLUE
2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
Acrylic on Paper
420 x 297 mm
HK$ 4000

WS

2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
ARAT M

420 x 297 ==K
HK$ 4000

SHADOW 31 BLUE
2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
Acrylic on Paper
420 x 297 mm

HK$ 4000

31 H

2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
ARA T W

420 x 297 ==K
HK$ 4000







SHADOW 17 MAQUETTE

2015

Edition of 3 in Steel + 2 AP in Aluminium
Painted Aluminium with Granite Base
215 x 191 x 2 mm

HK$ 25 000

17 e A

2015

Edition of 3 in Steel + 2 AP in Aluminium
FOEE b A IR

215 x 191 x 2 2K

HK$ 25 000




SHADOW 13 BLACK
2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
Black Gesso on Paper
420 x 297 mm

HK$ 4000

W3R

2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
HaaE. 4R
420 x 297 2=k
HK$ 4000

SHADOW 25 BLACK
2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
Black Gesso on Paper
420 x 297 mm

HK$ 4000

5 25 7B f1

2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
BEAE. AUR
420 x 297 2K
HK$ 4000

SHADOW 33 BLACK
2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
Black Gesso on Paper
420 x 297 mm

HK$ 4000

W33

2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
HaaE. 4R
420 x 297 ==K
HK$ 4000

SHADOW 10 BLACK
2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
Black Gesso on Paper
420 x 297 mm

HK$ 4000

5 10 7B f8

2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
BEAE. SUR
420 x 297 2K
HK$ 4000







SHADOW 11 MAQUETTE

2015

Edition of 3 + 3 AP

Painted Aluminium with Granite Base
383 x 150 x 2 mm

HK$ 25 000

AR it

2015

Edition of 3 + 3 AP
EMEE. Ll A O
383 x 150 x 2 &K
HK$ 25 000

SHADOW 23 MAQUETTE

2015

Edition of 1 in Aluminium, Edition of 3 in Steel + 1 AP
Painted Aluminium with Granite Base

383 x 113 x2mm

HK$ 25 000

PR Rl

2015

Edition of 1 in Aluminium, Edition of 3 in Steel + 1 AP
EMEE e A R

383 x 113 x2 2K

HK$ 25 000










SHADOW 21 MAQUETTE

2015

Edition of 1 +2 AP

Painted Aluminium with Granite Base
378 x 150 x 2 mm

HK$ 25 000

521 1 B

2015

Edition of 1+ 2 AP
EmEE. b A o
378 x 150 x 2 22K
HK$ 25 000

SHADOW 22 MAQUETTE

2015

Edition of 3+ 2 AP

Painted Aluminium with Granite Base
374 x 172 x 2 mm

HK$ 25 000

5 22 5 7

2015

Edition of 3 + 2 AP
FOEE EhE A I
374 x 172 x2 2K
HK$ 25 000




SHADOW 32 BLACK
2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
Black Gesso on Paper
420 x 297 mm

HK$ 4000

5 32

2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
B AR
420 x 297 ==K
HK$ 4000

SHADOW 28 BLACK
2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
Black Gesso on Paper
420 x 297 mm

HK$ 4000

5 28 A7

2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
B AUE
420 x 297 ==K
HK$ 4000

SHADOW 27 BLACK
2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
Black Gesso on Paper
420 x 297 mm

HK$ 4000

527 B A{n

2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
BEAE. HR
420 x 297 ==K
HK$ 4000

SHADOW 20 BLACK
2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
Black Gesso on Paper
420 x 297 mm

HK$ 4000

5 20 FB A

2015

Edition of 8 + 2 AP
BAAE . AR
420 x 297 2K
HK$ 4000










SHADOW 12 MAQUETTE

2015

Edition of 3+ 2 AP

Painted Aluminium with Granite Base
387 x 118 x 2 mm

HK$ 25 000

12 15 A

2015

Edition of 3+ 2 AP
FOEE b A IR
387 x 118 x 2 &K
HK$ 25 000




SHADOW 34 LIGHT
2015

Edition of 3

Glass Gobo with

Derksen GL-150 Projector
Variable size

HK$ 25 000

5 34

2015

Edition of 3

WESCE AT Derksen GL-150
e 2

KINA—

HK$ 25 000










SHADOW 1 STENCIL
2015

Edition of 20+ 1 AP
Galvanized Steel Stencil
406 x 203 x 0.4 mm
HK$ 6000

51 R R

2015

Edition of 20+ 1 AP
406 x 203 x 0.4 Z=K
HK$ 6000




SHADOW 24 MAQUETTE

2015

Edition of 3+ 2 AP

Painted Aluminium with Granite Base
398 x 125 x 2 mm

HK$ 25 000

5 24 5 B

2015

Edition of 3+ 2 AP
EMEE. Ll A O
398 x 125 x 2 2K
HK$ 25 000







KARIN WEBER GALLERY

Established in 1999 by German-born Karin
Weber and now in its 16th year, Karin Weber
Gallery is one of Hong Kong’s oldest contempo-
rary art galleries. Our space in Aberdeen Street,
SoHo, is at the heart of what we do, with a year-
round strong programme of curated exhibitions,
talks and collector events.

Our unique network of partners based in
London, Mumbai and Berlin allows us to serve
clients and source the most exciting emerging and
established contemporary art from almost all
over the world. We are equally passionate about
presenting art from our home market Hong Kong
to an increasingly global audience.
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karin weber gallery
Contemporary Fine Art

G/F, 20 Aberdeen Street, Central, Hong Kong

+ 852 2544 5004
art@karinwebergallery.com
karinwebergallery.com
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